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University of Minnesota, Morris
Scholastic Committee
Minutes #9, December 4, 2003
The Scholastic Committee met at 12:30 p.m. on December 4th in the Community Services Conference
Room. The final meeting of the term will be held on December 11th in the same location.
Members present: Cox, Crandall, Kate Ellis, Fisher, Heyman, McPhee, McQuarrie, Meek (chair), R.
Richards, Ropp, T. Faux, K Klinger (coordinator), Mullin, Thielke
The minutes from November 13th and 20th were approved.
Petitions
#1112-- Waive the History requirement of the GER based on meeting the spirit of the requirement
Approved with this addition prior to the last sentence: In addition, she has taken several courses
having History components and has been a teaching assistant in a History course.
Academic Progress, both Scholastic and Financial Aid: Klinger reported on the efforts underway to
clarify information about suspension and probation for financial aid reasons and to coordinate messages
from the Financial Aid Office and the Scholastic Committee about the two forms of suspension. Crandall
asked again that students be alerted about the deadline for dropping classes.
Retaking courses in which a C- or higher has been earned: UMM policy requires students to request
permission of the Scholastic Committee to retake courses in which a C- or higher has been earned.
Though historically the Scholastic Committee has turned down these requests, the membership this year
and last has felt more sympathetic and has asked that we reconsider the policy. The University of MN
allows students to retake a course one time, no matter what grade has been earned. Chair Meek
summarized some of the reasons for and against changing the policy: For example: In favor: Students
who wish to attend graduate school usually need grades higher than a C-. If the course can’t be retaken at
UMM, students often must make special arrangements to take the course elsewhere so that it appears on
the record. Against: Possible discrimination against students with limited financial resources. Course
resources are limited. Ropp had spoken with her colleagues in Chemistry about the problem. Lab spaces
are capped. Adding one additional student to a Chemistry class may be impossible. She suggested that we
offer one free retake of a course in which a C- or higher was earned, using the model of the “freebie”
withdrawal. McQuarrie and others thought that students taking the course for the first time shouldn’t be
bumped for students who are retaking it. McPhee noted that having a student retake a course may be
superior to having the student continue to the next level with gaps in his/her knowledge. He asked Thielke
whether the system can enforce a check to determine whether a class has been retaken, since the logic for
doing a check exists. She explained the complexities of working with the differences in the number of
credits, the number of times the course is repeated, etc. Some courses, such as music lessons, are
repeatable. We’re not sure how the system identifies whether a course can be repeated. When asked how
many students are involved in retaking courses in which a C- or higher has been earned, both Thielke and
Mullin said a handful. Since UMM’s policy differs from that of the Twin Cities, there may be problems
of structure and funding as well. One solution proposed was that requests to retake courses in which a Chad been earned would require faculty permission, but that would only work if the system stopped them
from re-taking the course, and it doesn’t. The discussion will be continued at the December 11th meeting.

